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SEARCHING FOR EVIDENCE OF SATO SUSUMU’S MEDICAL STUDY IN BERLIN, 1869-1874
THE DISCOVERY OF A SKULL 140 YEARS AFTER THE IWAKURA MISSION
AND A CUTTING FROM A GERMAN NEWSPAPER REPORTING
ON THE DAY OF SUSUMU’S GRADUATION

BEATE WONDE *

*MORI-OGAI-GEDENKSTAETTE

When Juntendd University and Charité-Universitatsmedizin Berlin signed a contract of cooperation in 2011, this was one further
step in the history of medical relations between Germany and Japan, which go back more than 300 years. Saté Susumu, the first
Japanese who took an official degree of Doctor of Medicine in Germany, played an important role in the history of these medical
relations.

What kind of city did he encounter, when he arrived in Berlin in October 1869 shortly before the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian
War? Who were his fellow students and what were the requirements for a formal full 4-year medical study at the University of
Berlin? Who were his eminent teachers and what were their special skills and their personal characters?

In contrast to Mori Ogai, who left a detailed “German diary” in which he recorded his days in Germany more than one decade
later (1884-88), there is little evidence of Saté Susumu’s study in Berlin. Apart from Sato’s certificates, which are kept securely in
the archives of Humboldt University, there is a skull of a Japanese from Yeddo (Edo) in the skull collection in the Museum of
Prehistory in Berlin. This might be the one that Satdé ordered for his teacher, the anatomist Bogislaus Reichert, and which was
presented by Okubo Toshimichi, a member of the Iwakura mission, in 1873.

Until recently, it was not known exactly on what day Saté Susumu sat his examination for his doctor's degree and how the
graduation ceremony was held, but the author has found a newspaper cutting that reports on this historical event on 10th August,
1874, and shows that the ceremony followed the conventions of the University of Berlin at that time.

Beate Wonde, the author of this article, has given several lectures on German-Japanese medical history at symposia by
Juntendd and Charité. That she also, as Curator of the Mori Ogai Memorial in Berlin, shines a light on the various associations
between Saté and Ogai and on the footprints they left behind in Berlin, is not surprising.

Key words : Juntendd-Charité, German-Japanese medical exchange, Mori Ogai, Saté Susumu, object history ; skull find
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